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PRISON SOCIETY

We all live in a prison society, the separation between the prisoners in any prison and
the rest of us is a purely technical one. We can see this if we look at how the world
map is divided on a large scale, then reach the core of how societies are structured in
ways that exist in microcosm inside prisons, both materially and in terms of
relationships.

We have State borders that separate people on the basis of artificial arrangements
resulting from concepts of nation and homeland. Then, looking inside each State, we
see how social life is constructed, based on control, surveillance and repression. The
examples of the prison society within which we go about our daily lives are
innumerable. We each have our private little world - our cell - which can be a flat in a
housing estate, a squat or a tiny room that we lock ourselves into every night, while
the (stolen) wealth of capital remains safely on display or in vaults hidden from view
as the rich and powerful sleep undisturbed in their mansions.

There are specific enclosed parks and squares that we are allowed to visit and
cameras watching us 24 hours out of 24. We have police patrols and the obligation to
surrender to any check and observation demanded of us. Segregated areas exist
where people reside according to their class position and social status. In
metropolitan centres we have the business and wealthy people, in the outskirts and
ghettos we have workers, unemployed, immigrants and excluded, outstanding
examples of which are the banlieux in France and favelas in Brazil, walled Palestine,
the fences of Ebros, Melilla and Ceuta. Finally we have wage slavery that determines
survival and social status.

In terms of relationships, what to say about "outside" and "inside": the snitch among
the neighbours, the colleagues, the imprisoned. The thirst for power: who calls the
shots and has control in the family, at work, in the wing. Racism divides us. Inside jail
the cells are opened and locked at certain times, under the watchful eyes of guards
monitoring every move. Cameras monitor that everything goes on at a fixed rythm,
that we are working to get out more quickly and demonstrating good behaviour.
Outside, the invisible guards that maintain social peace and keep the exploitative
work process of capital ticking over are social conditioning from birth through family,
church and school. The law, which only exists by consensus, has become interiorised
as a measure of ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, where to kill one person is ‘murder’ and
punishable by law, whereas killing thousands en masse on orders of the State and
capital in wars or through starvation is legal, therefore ‘normal’. Taking something to
eat from the shelves of the supermarket is stealing, while the starvation wages and
slave labour of those who produced the goods thousands of miles away are legally
agreed upon by the multinationals. Stealing goods is a crime, stealing life is the
foundation of the system of capital, whether it be in the plantations, mines and
prison/factories, the ongoing wars dotted around the planet, inside millions of prison
cells, or millions of individuals who make up the aimless crowds of the metropolis.
Inside as outside there are those with consciousness of the world we are living in and
fight it and those who don’t want to know or submit without any perspective, using
the crutch of pharmaceuticals, ‘illegal substances’, or submit to the soft cops of the
media, entertainment and family life.
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UPDATE JUNE 2014

The conditions are no different inside the Greek prisons compared to the Asian,
American and all the others. People locked up in small cells, humiliated every day by
the screws, unable to make their own choices. The sun never shines in a prison
except in times of struggle. In the past many struggles have been carried out inside
the Greek prisons for the conditions etc. This March 2014 a new struggle has begun,
and it’s against the law for the new high security prisons. To give you an idea of that
law we shall mention a few basic points. The State wants to build prisons and wings
with a new level of separation among prisoners. In the first level, that they call type A
wings, there will be all the people arrested for economic crimes or non payment of
fines etc.; the second level will be the type B wing which keeps a huge number of
prisoners like the prisoners we have now. But the this level will be the type C wing for
those who have been accused by the antiterrorist law, those accused of being in
criminal organisations and those who took part in struggles inside the prisons. In type
C wings the prisoners can't take days of leave, they will stay 23 hours per day inside
their cells, their relatives won’t see them often, also there will be censorship of mail
The minimum time will be ten years inside these prisons.

In these new high security prisons everything will be monitored by cameras. The cells
will not have contact with any natural light or air. The security will be given to heavily
armed special police forces who will use their guns at their will when they think it is
necessary. Last, anyone who gives information about other prisoners for their
participation in armed struggle groups will be set free. With this law we see clearly
the face of the State against those who choose to fight it. The face of democracy
which knows exactly how to punish its enemies at a time when our lives are
becoming worse because of the political decisions and many struggles carried out.
This is the time that Greek democracy is building its new prisons and it's time for us
to give our solidarity to those who are and will be inside them, until we destroy all
prisons.
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There is no difference, and so we stand together, each individual that is consciously
fighting for their dignity against the common enemy in all its forms. We are in
solidarity with the prisoners, seeing them as part of the same society that we all want
to destroy and not as something separate. We are not saying all this to convince
someone that we are in the same situation as the imprisoned but to clarify the
difference, that we remain in our prisons by our own will. We have all the time the
means to act for our lives and to do anything that we want. So, we can’t close our
eyes and give up in the opinion that we are all slaves but if we recognise that we can
be stronger and more effective.

SOUDARITY

Solidarity with prisoners should not be seen as humanistic and compassionate. It
can't be a reserve for a necrotic movement with so many fronts in the struggle, to act
or react like a duty. Our solidarity needs a goal, and that is to destroy the foundations
of this society that builds prisons. It must be a dynamic, critical and practical
expression. At the primary stage we can be the voice of prisoners towards the
outside and a link from outside to inside. Then to action, be it marches, posters,
events, actions of attack against the material structures and those responsible for the
running of the system, always bearing in mind that we are not scared when the
authorities try to convince us that the comrades in jail are there because of their
mistakes that the State took advantage of. We know that at the same time as our
comrades are locked up, thousands of others across the world continue to attack the
State and capital effectively night and day. Our struggle is constant and total and will
not end until we dance upon the wreckage of the existent, and part of this fight
should be and is our solidarity with the prisoners.

Currently the greatest numbers of prisoners in Greece are immigrants and the
economically excluded, as well as drug users and all those whom the State designates
as marginal. And then there is a significant number of anarchists, social fighters and
outlaws. At this point we want to point out that for us, anarchists, there is no such
thing as a division such as ‘criminal’ and ‘political’ prisoners. All are prisoners of the
State and capital; for our comrades, they can be said to be imprisoned anarchists, the
struggle for freedom and the destruction of the existent continues behind the bars in
multiform ways, with all the complexities of living in a hermetically closed microcosm
of society outside. . It is a trap to see yourself as something separate from the rest as
Marxist elitists do, leading to special treatment. If you consider yourself a political
prisoner then very nicely they will make you a separate prison with special conditions
and will help you in your isolation. And this is also done out of jail with all the
theories of revolutionary elite and stuff like that. Simply, we are all in the same
cauldron. Comrades never place themselves as political prisoners but as prisoners of
the social-class war.

Inside like outside, external control and surveillance has moved forward with
totalitarian democracy to the point that we must all actively participate in our own
exploitation, our own imprisonment. They will give us our own key to lock ourselves
in with so long as we accept to collaborate through given identities and roles. Anyone
who doesn’t play the game is suspect and dangerous, and all prisons have isolation
wings for the uncontrollable.





